NAFPLION
A special place, mysterious, blessed, full of natural beauty and culture, continues to
flourish and for centuries now charm its visitors.
The son of Poseidon, Nafplio, built the city giving it his name and so it started the
history of the city that was called by the Venetians the “Naples of the Orient”.
The vast Caste of Palamidi, the “Bourtzi” island, the “Syntagma Square”, the
fountains, the small stone streets in the center, the aromas, the Argolis gulf
everything contributes in harmony to the creation of a charming, authentic city that
is calling its visitors back, again and again.

Nafplio Streets
The water castle of BOURTZI (Greek: Μπούρτζι, from Ottoman Turkish burc
meaning "tower"; formerly Καστέλι, Kasteli) is located in the middle of the harbour of
Nafplio. The Venetians completed its fortification in 1473 to protect the city from
pirates and invaders from the sea. The Greeks regained it from the Turks on June 18,
1822, from where they assisted in the siege of Nafplio. Until 1865 it served as a
fortress. It was then transformed into residence of the executioners of convicts from
the castle of Palamidi. From 1930 to 1970, it served as a hotel. Since then, it is mainly
a tourist attraction hosting occasionally parts of the Summer Music Festival.

The “Bourtzi”

PALAMIDI (Greek: Παλαμήδι) is a fortress to the east of the Acronauplia in the
town of Nafplio in the Peloponnese region of southern Greece. Nestled on the crest of
a 216-metre high hill, the fortress was built by the Venetians during their second
occupation of the area (1686–1715).
The fortress was a very large and ambitious project, but was finished within a
relatively short period from 1711 until 1714. It is a typical baroque fortress based on
the plans of the engineers Giaxich and Lasalle. In 1715 it was captured by the Turks
and remained under their control until 1822, when it was captured by the Greeks.
The eight bastions of the fortress were originally named after the Venetian
provveditori. However, when it fell to the Ottoman Empire, the bastions were given
Turkish names. Lastly, when the Greeks overthrew the Turks the bastions were
renamed after ancient Greek leaders and heroes (Epaminondas, Miltiades, Leonidas,
Phocion, Achilles, Themistocles. The two remaining bastions were named after St.
Andrew (Agios Andreas) and the French Philhellene Robert who died in battle on the
Acropolis of Athens. The "Miltiades," was used as a prison and among its walls was
also held Theodoros Kolokotronis, hero of the Greek Revolution.
The fortress commands an impressive view over the Argolic Gulf, the city of Náfplio
and the surrounding country. There are 913 steps in the winding stair from the town
to the fortress. However, to reach the top of the fortress there are over one thousand.
Locals in the town of Nafplion say there are 999 steps to the top of the castle.

The city from “Palamidi Castle”

